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Collen Maine

Celebrating 40 Years of
Youth Bravery

Qeaders of the ANCYL must jump out of the pockets of old people and start fighting
for the interests of young people without any fear or favour.O

(Address by the ANCYL
President, Collen Maine, at the
ANCYL 40™ Anniversary of June
16 Rally on 25 June 2016 at
Kings Park in Durban)

Today we are here in
Durban to commemorate 40
years since the 1976 Soweto
Uprising . It gives all of us an
opportunity to salute the
courageous actions of the youth
of South Africa, whose struggles
made it possible for the birth of
a new world order in South
Africa. In this regard, it is
important that we should always
remember all the brave young
people, those who started the
Uprising in Soweto on the 16
June 1976 and are not with us
today such as Tsietsi Mashinini,
Hector Petersen, Lassie Ndlovu,
Khotso Seatlholo, as well as
thousands of others from all
corners of our country, both
urban and rural.

We remember the youth
of 1976 because they have left
us a lesson that it is possible for
young people to stand up and
confront the challenges facing
them. We remember them
because they have left a legacy

of bravery and determination in
the face of what appeared to be
immeasurable difficulties.

We remember them
because we would like to draw
strength, wisdom and courage

from their gallant spirit and
deeds, and to follow their
example of unwavering

commitment, as we confront the
modern day challenges of
poverty and unemployment,
alcohol and drug abuse, AIDS
and other diseases, illiteracy,
women and child abuse, and
other problems that make the
lives the youth difficult. These
socio-economic problems are
starting to make the youth of
South Africa feel like they are
the wretched of democracy.

We are gathered here
today on the eve of the
commemoration of the adoption
of the Freedom Charter which
was done on the 26™ of June
1955 in Kliptown. Having
mentioned this, it will be
important that we make some
reflections on the commitment
made by the people in 1955.
The PeopleOsAssembly made
many proclamations but | want

to take just few that we need to
think about consistently and are
critical. The Charter says:

Ohe national wealth of our
country, the heritage of South
Africans, shall be restored to the
people; The mineral wealth
beneath the soil, the Banks and
monopoly industry shall be
transferred to the ownership of
the people as a whole; All other
industry and trade shall be
controlled to assist the wellbeing
of the people; All people shall
have equal rights to trade where
they choose, to manufacture
and to enter all trades, crafts
and professionsO8How far have
we gone in achieving the
above? Have we restored the
national wealth of our country to
the people? Have we
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transferred the Banks and
monopoly industries to the
ownership of the people? We
ask these questions aware of
the fact that some during the
CODESA negotiations and at
birth of democracy decided to
ignore the Charter so that they,
as individuals, amass wealth.
We know some sold out for
individual gains not the people.
We know some continue to
amass at the expense of the
people. For them the struggle
was about them benefiting not
the people. Shame on them!

On education the
PeopleOs  Asembly  said,
@&Education shall be free,
compulsory, universal and equal
for all children; Higher education
and technical training shall be
opened to all by means of state
allowances and scholarships
awarded on the basis of merit;O
We understand that we have
dealt with the first part of making
education free at lower levels
but we have not been able to
address higher education. We
know that the Charter makes a
commitment that scholarships
shall be given based on merit. It
is our view that if you pass
grade 12 that is merit thus you
must get a scholarship. It is for
this reason that we want free
education for the poor and
needy.

Cde Deputy President,
we must strengthen our resolve
to consolidate our generational
mission of Economic Freedom
and to defeat these socio-
economic challenges, because
we are acutely aware that no
amount of prestigious and
glorious history will satisfy
young people as long as they
continue to swim in poverty and
unemployment. The youth of
2016 will not celebrate Andrew
Zondo as a hero or
commemorate the 40"
anniversary of the 1976 Soweto
Uprising if their material
conditions do not improve and
they remain jobless, homeless,
landless and are a symbol of

poverty and economic
marginalisation.

The 25" generation of
the ANCYL of Mxolisi
Majombozi and Congress
Mbatha, is of the firm view that
the country must go through a
third revolution, which will rectify
the mistakes committed in
CODESA. The conclusion of
CODESA wishfully hoped that a
wolf and a sheep can feed
together without removing the
sharp teeth of the wolf, and 22
years into democracy it is
evident that the wolf has not
changed and continues to see
the sheep as its meat to prey
on. It is only this revolution that
the ANCYL is calling for, which
will take off the sharp teeth of
the world wolf, by taking
economic power from the hands
of a few white males which

include Johan Rupert, Nicky
Oppenheimer, Raymond
Ackerman and their ilk and

transfer it to the ownership of
the people as a whole.

Our view is that, the two
events that have fundamentally
changed social relations in
South Africa, with the first being
the Anglo-Boer war, now
referred to as the South African
war and the 1994 democratic
breakthrough, have failed in
fundamentally changing
property relations in favour of
the majority in South Africa.
They have both instead
consolidated the concentration
of wealth in the hands of the
minority, and sustained the cruel
thesis of capitalism, that the rich
get richer and the poor get
poorer. We cannot allow a
situation where the majority of
our people have less wealth, in
contrast to the minority which
amassed wealth during
apartheid and continue to do so
even now.

Comrade President, our
generation vividly remembers
what malume Moses Kotane
said when he spoke to the youth
of South Africa and told them
that, OAt this hour of desny,

your country and your people
need you. The future of South
Africa is in your hands and it will
be what you make of it.OLike all
generations of the ANCYL which
came before us, we accept this
responsibility  bestowed by
malume Kotane to the youth of
South Africa, because we know
that it is us who will inherit South
Africa and who will live in that
future. We commit never to defy
malume KotaneOs instruction.

So, as we go into the
local government elections and
in carrying out malume KotaneOs
instruction we want to assure
the ANC, that the youth of South
Africa will vote for the ANC on
the 3™ of August 2016, but our
support is not that of blind
loyalists. The support the
ANCYL is giving the ANC on the
39 of August 2016 is a
principled support based on the
speedy implementation of
practical steps that will take us
to the society envisaged by the
Freedom Charter.

Comrade President of
the ANC, these young people
filing up this stadium are
disciples of the gospel of
economy freedom and in their
majority are volunteers of the
ANC, who will ensure that the
ANC registers overwhelming
victory on the 3™ of August
2016. They are the ones doing
door-to-door in every corner,
street and village in the country.
We want to affirm that the youth
should not be used for door to
door only; young people should
be councillors, Speakers,
Deputy Mayors and Mayors
across the country.

We know President that
you have love for young people,
we request you to issue an
instruction as the President of
the ANC that all municipalities
must have a minimum of two
young people in Mayoral
Committees. We will fight
anyone who stands opposed to
this and we know we will fight
with you on our side. Those that
cry and blackmail the ANC NEC
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because they do not want youth
to lead municipalities must be
fought. We will not rest whilst
they still continue to pass these
reactionary comments.

As highlighted earlier
that we are not blind loyalists,
ours is a principled support. We
are concerned that there seem
to be no commitment in certain
provinces to adhering to the
minimum 20% youth
representation in all spheres of
government. We were
disappointed with the outcomes
of the last NEC meeting of the
ANC, which resolved on
Mayoral candidates for strategic
municipalities, and none of
these candidates is a young
person. The message we
received from that meeting is
that, young people are not
deserving of strategic or
important things, but they are
only needed for door-to-door
under the scotching heat of
Limpopo, North West, and
Northern Cape and blue lights
are privileges reserved for those
born in the 19500s. This is
unacceptable and must be
corrected Cde President, as we
move on to deploy Mayors of
other municipalities.

In a country wherein the
average age is 25 years old, it
offends all laws of logic that the
youngest member of the highest
decision making body of the
ruling party is no longer youth
and above 35. Even yourself,
Cde President you were
elected/co-opted into the ANC
NEC at the tender age of 35, in
1977. Cde Peter Mokaba was
the youngest member of the
ANC NEC in 1991 and our
history is littered with many
young people who served at the
highest echelons of our
movement at an early age,
which include Secretary
Generals Rev Selope Thema at
29, Duma Nokwe at 32, Walter
Sisulu and Chris Hani. So it
cannot be correct that today
when the world has become so
younger, looking for a Regional

Secretary who is youth or below
35, is like looking for a needle in
a haystack. The ANC must
forcefully get younger and freely
allow the generation of
Morogoro and Kabwe to retire!
Comrade President!
1. The youth of South
Africa is jobless

2. The vyouth of South
Africa is homeless

3. The vyouth of South
Africa is landless

4. The vyouth of South
Africa struggles to get
start-up capital for their
businesses

5. The youth of South
Africa still struggles to
access higher
education, because of
space and costs.

Consistent with generations
that came before them, they say
they will vote the ANC on the 3"
of August, provided the ANC will
respond to these challenges,
which like a ghost haunts them
night and day. They are also
aware that the voice against
their persecution, the ANCYL,
has won some of these issues in
the ANC NGC and some made
it to the ANC local government
manifesto. Comrade President,
the demands of the youth of
South Africa as we move
towards the local government
elections and beyond are as
follows:

1. Free Education

The demand for fees to fall and
free education to be provided up
until the first degree is genuine
and legitimate. The ANCYL
finds it absurd that the
government, in particular
National Treasury finds it
acceptable for basic education
to be free and even provide
meals to pupils before passing
their grade 12 exams, but
expect a marvel immediately

after a pupil gets his or her
matric results. How can a
person who could not afford
school fees of R250, afford
registration of R9500 at Wits
University by just passing grade
12? This is madness of the
highest order and we demand
free education as soon as
yesterday.

2. Jobs

Comrade President, as | have
said earlier that the youth of
South Africa are unemployed.
We demand that the ANC led
government municipalities
engage in an aggressive job
creation strategy. This strategy
must first start by scrapping the
red tape of experience as a
requirement for jobs that are not
at a managerial level. The youth
of South Africa cannot be held
at ransom by some fellow called
OKperience® who they donOt
know where to buy or train for.
Where must the youth get
experience, when they are not in
the workplace? In fact in many
instances, the jobs the state
requires experience for are
simple things that can be learnt
by reading manuals or statutory
documents. To photocopy, you
can read a manual and to
prepare budgets you can read
legislation and the many
circulars of National Treasury.
So experience as a requirement
must fall!

The youth of South Africa is
not born to work in EPWP and
CWP! These are temporary
poverty alleviation schemes,
which we must start abolishing.

So our second proposal is
that the state must reduce its
over-reliance on service
providers or tenders and instead
create permanent decent jobs
for young people. Municipalities
must start by in-sourcing
security services and working
with SAPS to employ all these
people that provide security to
government departments.
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In South Africa even police
in police stations are protected
by private security companies.
What do we call that? Why are
we as country allowing our
national key points to be
guarded by foreign security
companies? Why in South Africa
are we allowing private security
to be armed more than police?
In South Africa we have more
security guards than police. This
must be corrected through
employing security guards as
police officers. Individual owners
of security companies earn
millions and billions but workers
are paid R 2 500 a month.

3. Localization and
industrialization

The ANCYL demands that the
state starts walking the talk on
procuring locally manufactured
goods. We have sang the song
of procuring locally
manufactured goods for far too
long and it is time we implement
it and punish those who are in
the pockets of foreign capital
and ignore this important
instruction.

We demand that all
municipalities and government
departments use Telkom as a
network service provider and
Sekoko the newly South African
manufactured and assembled
cellphone, for all employees it
provides with cellphone subsidy.
If we do these successfully we
have no doubt that Sekoko will
grow  and require more
employees as the demand for its
product would have increased
and Telkom will do the same as
the demand for its service would
have increased. Going local is
the best way to create new jobs.

The ANCYL also
demands that the government,
in particular local government
breaks apartheid spatial
planning, which kept black

reside. We all know that
factories are labour intensive
and employ many people and if
we successfully industrialise our
local economies we would have
made great strides against
youth unemployment.

Cde President we are
requesting that you correct this
abnormal situation. We do not
think it is correct that we have
the post office but government
departments, including
Telecommunications, do not use
the post office. We cannot do
this anymore for two reasons;
One, we are suggesting to the
nation that we offer them the
post office but as the
government we do not have
confidence in it thus we do not
use it. Secondly, workers are
complaining that they do not
have salary increases, we are
told the Post Office does not
have money. Where will the post
office get money when we, in
government, are taking all the
money to the private sector?
Our money goes to DHL,
SkyNet and others when it
should be going to the post
office, this must change.

4. State owned bank

Comrade President the ANC
52" and 53  National
Conferences resolved on the
creation of a state owned bank
to finance development, but very
little has happened in
implementing this resolution.
Because of in-access to capital
young people cannot start
businesses and other black
people have been @merging
business peopleOfor 22 years.
While young people are
frustrated by looking for capital
to start their businesses, the
IDC continues to give
established white business like
Rupert money to open ice-
cream factories and the PIC

retail monopolies like Shoprite
and Pick n Pay.

As the ANCYL we call for
the establishment of this state
owned bank by the beginning of
the next financial year in April,
so that we expedite the process
of funding young entrepreneurs
and to support emerging black
industrialists. This will go a long
way in challenging the
hegemony of white monopoly
capital. We equally know that
the real problem here is not the
inability of government to do it
but the PROBLEM IS THE
RESERVE BANK, which refuses
to issue the licence, very soon
we will pay them a visit.

5. Land

Comrade President, the youth of
South Africa, both in urban and
rural areas, is saying it is painful
to continue voting the ANC while
it is struggling to return our land
that was forcefully taken from us
through the barrel of a gun and
an unjust Act of 1913. They say
they have waited for too long
and the implications of this are
cutting deeper by the day. The
middle stratum is struggling to
build houses because Erfs are
expensive and are instead
forced to feed white monopoly
capital who have monopolies
over flats and estates in urban
areas. Rural youth want to be in
agriculture but are struggling,
because the land they live in
does not belong to them, but
those who stole it.

These are the demands
the ANCYL brings to the
leadership of the ANC on behalf
of the youth of South Africa,
whom the upcoming elections
will be won or lost on. As we do
door-to-door these are the
frustrations the youth of South
Africa express and assure us
that they still love the ANC and
will vote for it on the 3" of

people far from their work and continues to invest in malls August provided it makes a firm
industries. Their LED strategies which upon their arrival in commitment to attend to their
must be anchored by creating townships wipe away local genuine and legitimate
industries where the people business people, in favour of grievances.

Hlomelang: 25 July 07 August 2016 Page 4 of 7




Comrades, let me

conclude by reminding you what
the first President of the ANCYL,
Cde Anton Lembede said in
1945 when he spoke about the
future of the ANCYL, which was
new at the time:
OWe are not called to peace,
comfort and enjoyment, but to
hard work, struggle and sweat.
We need young men and
women of high moral stamina
and integrity: of courage and
vision. In short, we need
warriors. This means that we
have to develop a new type of
youth of stoical discipline,
trained to endure suffering and
difficulties. It is only this type of
youth that will achieve the
national liberation of African
people.O

These words must
remain in the hearts of all young

VIEWPOINT

De-ANC-fication of
Mandela

ANCYL Spokesperson

Mlondi Mkhize

(lopefully, the DA will repent from trying to milk political mileage from the Mandela
of the ANC whose legacy they intend to undo.2

On the 2" of July 2016, the
Democratic Alliance posted an
election advert on YouTube in
which, among others, they used
a sound bite from the late
Comrade Nelson Mandela. In
the advert, the DA mocks the
ANC and trivializes its record of
service delivery, to which
Comrade Mandela contributed.
With just over a week
before elections, they are
putting up posters suggesting
that voting the DA would be
honouring MadibaOs dreamAs if
Comrade Mandela had a

people in particular  the
leadership of the ANCYL at
different levels. We are in a
revolution here and a revolution
is not a walk in the park or a
romantic relationship. It is a
struggle to change the material
realities of the majority of our
people and at times that
struggle comes, at a dear price
of losing life. We must not be
deterred by anyone as long as
what we are doing is in the best
interest of the youth of South
Africa. We must not seek
approval from anyone including
leaders of the ANC, except
approval from the youth of
South Africa.

Leaders of the ANCYL
must jump out of the pockets of
old people and start fighting for
the interests of young people
without any fear or favour. It

separate dream from the
Freedom Charter, and other
ANC policies, he co-drafted.

Lately, due to its lack of
relevance, the DA has
desperately tried to associate
itself with various struggle
heroes, with the hope that they
would instantly gain credibility.
Unfortunately for it, most people
see right through its
desperation.

But they are neither the
first nor the last to attempt to
delink Comrade Mandela from
the ANC he belonged to.

cannot be correct that when we
advance interests of young
people and those interests are
inconsistent with those of your
handler or the old person you
like, you want to use the ANCYL
to stop us from advancing our
generational  mission.  Your
romantic relationship with old
people must not happen at the
expense of the youth of South
Africa. We are in the war for
economic freedom and anything
that wants to stop us from
achieving economic freedom is
an enemy and shall be crushed!

Economic freedom or
death!

Victory is certain!

In the recent reprints of
Comrade MandelaOs Biography
The Long Walk to Freedom,
publishers have removed the
ANC colours that were on the
cover of earlier prints of the
book. They have now removed
the ANC from Mandela, by using
a black and red cover that holds

no meaning.
Some leaders of the
Economic Freedom Fighters

(EFF) have labeled the African
National Congress (ANC) the

OzANC,0 with the OzO denoting

President ZumaOs surname. It ig
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their attempt to paint the ANC
as different from the ANC of an
erstwhile period, including that
of Comrade Mandela.

The DA, with its political
juvenile leadership, and the
publishers, whatever their
reasons, could be forgiven for
their  liberal approach to
delinking Mandela from the ANC
he belonged to. Their failure to
appreciate the historical
significance of MandelaOs role in
the ANC and the ANCOs role in
Mandela could be attributed to
their underdeveloped political
consciousness.

However, the former
comrades in the EFF should
know better. They should know
that the President Zuma they
are trying to dissociate from the
ANC in Comrade MandelaOs
time has served in the ANCOs
top six since the 48" National
Conference in 1991, where he

was elected the Deputy
Secretary General, deputizing
Comrade Cyril Ramaphosa.

They probably know this fact
about the current President and
Deputy President of the ANC
but choose to misrepresent it in
trying to paint the ANC in a
different light.

It is common knowledge,
at least among those who read
beyond the tweets, that the
status of Comrade Mandela as a
struggle icon is not an accident
of history but was by design.

Even the Free Mandela
Campaign was part of that
elaborate process to build
momentum and mobilise

international solidarity for the
struggle for liberation.

Obviously, in becoming
the President of South Africa,
Comrade Mandela became the
President of all South Africans.
However, what some, including
the DA seem to ignore lately is
that he became the President of

South Africa after the ANC
campaigned for his election
using its 1994 Election

Manifesto. Today, he is often

painted as if he had a personal
vision, outside that of the ANC.
In his own words, in a
speech at the final sitting of the
first democratically elected
parliament on 26 March 1999,
Comrade Mandela said, @ have
noted with deep gratitude, the
generous praise that has often

been given to me as an
individual. But let me state
this!

If | have been able to
help take our country a few
steps towards democracy, non-
racialism and non-sexism, it is
because | am a product of the
African National Congress, of
the movement for justice, dignity
and freedom that produced
countless giants in whose
shadow we find our glory.O

If the DA wishes to
associate itself with Comrade
Mandela, in anyway, it has to
consider the fact that he was a
member of the ANC and
identified himself as such. It is a
matter of public record that in
the 2009 elections, he attended
some of the elections rallies of
the ANC that he remained a
member of.

But there are other facts
the DA would have to consider,
if it wishes to associate itself
with him.

Comrade Mandela was
jealously proud of the
achievements achieved during
his time, among them were the
adoption of certain pieces of
legislation. In February 1999 he
said, On this context, we should
reflect on our achievements
regarding the regulation of the
labour market. | refer here to the
Labour Relations, Basic
Conditions of Employment and
Employment Equity Acts among
others. Liberation could not
have meant otherwise to a
working class that was divided
by racial laws and sections of
which were blocked by edict
from advancing in the work-
place.O

The DA would have to
reconcile Comrade MandelaOs

stated pride of labour regulation
achievement with their stated
intentions to deregulate the
labour market as outlined in
Ghe DAOS5-point Jobs Plan for
Economic Freedom, Fairness
and Opportunity.O

In fact, it is Comrade
Mandela, who, as President of
the Country assented to these
pieces of legislation once they
were adopted by parliament.
Today, the DA wants to undo his
legacy but have the audacity to
use his name in their campaign
to undo his legacy.

Speaking at CosatuOg
15"  Anniversary in 2000,
Comrade Mandela had explicitly
warned about the DA saying,
QYou must not be misled by a
party that only cares for blacks
on the eve of the elections! No
white party can run this country
.. N0 matter how they cover up
by getting a few black stooges,
they (the whites) remain the
bosses ... they remain a white
party.0 Over the successive
elections, South Africans have
consistently heeded Comrade
MandelaOs warning and would
continue to do so in the
upcoming elections.

In the
Movement, we have the
sincerity to accept Comrade
Mandela as a human being who
was one of the leaders of our
movement. We accept him, both
as a statesman and as a trained
soldier who commanded
uMkhonto WeSizwe.

Unlike the DA, and other
liberals, we do not have the
luxury to choose to own up only
to his statesmanship, to the
exclusion of his other traits. We
own up to him as whole,
including Mandela the prisoner
and the agony suffered by his
family throughout his years of

Congress

struggle.
On another occasion,
Comrade Mandela once

admitted and expressed regret
for giving an order to security at
Shell House @Ghat if (the
marchers) attacked the [Shell]
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House, they must please protect
it, even if they had to Kkill
people.O That order resulted in
the death of 8 people outside
Shell House on 28 March 1994.

If the DA would like to
associate itself with him, they
should be alive to that he was a
mortal human, not a saint, and
be willing to accept him as a
whole, which is unlikely.

Indeed, through the
leadership of the ANC, the
government has continued to
champion Comrade MandelaOs

iconic status for prevailing
modern day struggles against
HIV/AIDS, poverty and

inequality. As such Mandela

Call for articles

The ANCYL calls on its members, and any other people who might have interest, to write articles for the

Day on 18" July is now
celebrated internationally as a
day to emulate some of the
values Comrade Mandela
learned from the ANC.

Unfortunately, in trying to
share Comrade Mandela with
the rest of the world, the ANC
did not anticipate that some,
closer to home, would act in bad
faith and try to use the very
Comrade Mandela against the
ANC he belonged to and
served.

As Mandela Day passed,
we witnessed honest South
Africans, and people all over the
world, using the day to
remember Comrade Mandela

Editorial Note

ANCYL Online Bi-Weekly Publication, Hlomelang.

It is strongly recommended that submitted articles should not be longer than 1300 words. They may
cover any topic but should preferably be written legibly, in any language.
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do not necessarily always represent official views of the organisation.
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for who he was. In their own
gestures, big and small, people
of the world celebrated
Comrade MandelaOs birthday
through charitable courses.

Hopefully, the DA, with
its @ew black stoogesO will
repent from trying to milk
political mileage from the
Mandela of the ANC whose
legacy they intend to undo. It
would be laughable if it was not
so embarrassingly sad.

People who see through
the oppositionOs desperation wil
vote ANC on 03 August 2016 to
preserve  Comrade  Nelson
MandelaOs Legacy.

Issued by the African National Congress Youth League
Chief Albert Luthuli House, 54 Pixley Seme (formerly Sauer) Street, Johannesburg 2001

v@v http://www.ancyl.org.za

http://twitter.com/ancylhqg

u http://www.facebook.com/vukayibambe

Hlomelang: 25 July 07 August 2016

Page 7 of 7



